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SUBJECT: LAWS OF WAR - CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS 

1. FOR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS THE SUBJECT OF POSSIBLE 
RESTRICTIONS OR PROHIBITIONS ON THE USE OF CERTAIN CONVEN- 
TIONAL WEAPONS HAS BEEN ON THE AGENDA OF THE GENEVA CON 
FERENCE ON THE LAWS OF WAR. THE SUBJECT HAS POSED SOME 
PROBLEMS FOR THE U.S. SINCE SOME WEAPONS VITAL TO OUR 
SECURITY INTERESTS HAVE COME UNDER ATTACK ON ALLEGED 
HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS. WE HAVE THEREFORE APPRECIATED THE 
SUPPORT WE HAVE HAD FROM JAPAN AND, IN PARTICULAR, FROM 
THEIR DELEGATES TO THE LUCERNE GOVERNMENT EXPERTS CONFER- 
ENCE IN 1974 SPONSORED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
RED CROSS AND THE LAWS OF WAR DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE IN 1975. 
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2. DURING THE LATTER DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE, JAPANESE DF.T .F.- 
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GATES INDICATED THAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO BE KEPT INFORMED ON 
OUR THINKING AND RESEARCH SO THAT WE COULD MORE EFFECTIVELY 
SUPPORT EACH OTHER AT THE NEXT CONFERENCE OF GOVERNMENT 
EXPERTS. THIS NEXT ICRC CONFERENCE IS SCHEDULED TO OPEN 
IN LUGANO SWITZERLAND ON 28 JANUARY 1976. 

3. REQUEST EMBASSY TO TELL THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT 
SEVERAL USG EXPERTS WOULD BE PREPARED TO MEET WITH 

APPROPRIATE GOJ EXPERTS SOMETIME IN JANUARY PRIOR TO THE 
28TH. WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO WELCOME THEM IN WASHINGTON, 
PERHAPS ON THEIR ROUTE TO LUGANO. CONCEIVABLY OUR EXPERTS 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO GO TO TOKYO, ALTHOUGH IT WOULD BE DIFFI- 
CULT FOR BOTH TIME AND BUDGETARY REASONS. ALTERNATIVELY, 

WE COULD MEET IN GENEVA OR LUGANO JUST PRIOR TO THE 
CONFERENCE. WE WOULD THINK THAT EITHER ONE OR TWO DAYS 
OF DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE APPROPRIATE. WE WOULD ALSO BE 
HAPPY TO PROVIDE JAPANESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON WITH ANY 
INFORMATION THEY WOULD FIND USEFUL. 

4. IF MR. HIKARU OKA, FIRST SECRETARY OF THE PERMANENT 
DELEGATION OF JAPAN TO THE CONFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
DISARMAMENT, IS IN TOKYO HE WOULD BE A GOOD POINT-OF- 
CONTACT. KISSINGER 
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